
“Daring To Reach Out: 
Honouring our Diversity” 2016 

Centre for Theology and Ministry 
College Crescent 

Parkville 
Melbourne 

Friday 10 June 
7.00pm     Arrival, registration and welcome  
8.00pm     Words of Welcome from Ro Allen,  
                 Victorian Commissioner for Gender and Sexuality 
8.15pm     Introduction to Rev. Amelia Koh-Butler and theme for 

Bible Study  
8.45          Closing Devotions  
9.00pm     Supper 

 
Saturday 11 June 
9.00am    Arrival, registration and welcome 
9.15am    Opening Devotions/Reflection  
9.30am    Bible Study (Amelia Koh-Butler) 
10.30am   Morning Tea 
11.00am  Keynote Speakers  
                Fia'ailetoa Ken Moala  
                “New inclusive faith response to human sexuality 

 – GIN SSOGIE” 
                 Toni Paynter  
                         “Surviving Religion and Gender” 
12.00pm  Panel:  
     Toni Paynter, Ken Moala, Sani Vaeluaga, Amelia Koh-Butler  

(Sally Goldner to Moderate) 
              “What does it mean to honour our diversity?” 
1.00pm    Lunch  
 
2.00pm   Introducing our new Moderator, Sharon Hollis, and John 

Clarke from UnitingAgeWell 
2.30pm   Electives (Session 1) 
               (a) Avril Hannah-Jones/Geoff Thompson   

UCA & Marriage –  A Conversation  
               (b) Matthew Tyne This is Important to Me/Us: 
            A Workshop on Cross-Cultural Storytelling for Performance 
               (c)  Sani Vaeluaga   Samoan Fa'afafine 
               (d) Susan Cottrell Christian Mum of two gay kids shares 

her journey 
 

3.30pm   Afternoon Tea 
4.00pm   Electives (Session 2) 
               (d) Avril Hannah-Jones/Geoff Thompson   

UCA & Marriage – A Conversation  
               (e) Ken Moala/Sao Verave:  

Being Queer in the Pacific, personal stories 
               (f) John Clarke:  Daring Diversity –  

Everyone Ageing Well Without Discrimination  
5.00         Daily Reflection (Cath McKinney) 
                Free time / preparation for Dinner 
6.00pm    Dinner  
7.00pm    Evening with the President Mr Stuart McMillan 
8.00pm    Music Suzette Herfft & Patrick Newman 

 
Sunday 12 June 
9.15am     Arrival, registration  
9.30am     Service in the Chapel at CTM  
10.15 am   Morning Tea 
10.45 am   Keynote Speakers  
                  Luke Gahan “New challenges, New morals:  

Navigating the World of Equality as LGBTI Christians” 
                  Nur Warsame  

“The challenges of being gay in a Muslim Community”  
                  Matt Tyne, Uniting World, 

“Doing and Being Gay in a Sri Lankan Way:  
 performing stories from Colombo.” 

1.00 pm     Lunch  
1.45 pm     Bible Study (Amelia Koh-Butler) 
2.30 pm     Afternoon Tea 
3.00pm     UNA Business Session/Meeting (including discussion of Daring 

Statement) 
                 Beginning with a brief presentation by Susan Cottrell  
5.00 pm    Free time / preparation for Dinner 
6.00pm     evening meal   
7.00pm     "Daring Statement" discussion  
7.15pm      Daily Reflection (Cath McKinney) 
7.30pm      Closing Communion (in chapel) Preacher: Margaret Mayman  
8.15pm      Supper 

 
Monday 13 June 
Morning Social outing (choose 1) 

 Melbourne Zoo [includes afternoon]  

 Federation Square inc NGV  

 Yarra River Cruise 



The Speakers 

Ken Moala 

Ken Moala embraces “Fa’afafine”, a Samoan cultural identity that embodies the spirit 
of male and female characteristics. He is a founding member of the Samoa Fa’afafine 
Association. 
He holds the chiefly title of “Fiaailetoa” from the district of Lepa, Upolu in Samoa. 
Ken is a human rights activist/advocate from  Samoa. For 30 years he has been a 
pioneer and advocate for LGBTIQ issues including HIV in the Pacific. 
Ken founded the Samoa AIDS Foundation in 2004. He has represented the Pacific at 
many forums on HIV and AIDS.  He was also Executive Director for Samoa AIDS 
Foundation 2004-2009. 
Ken co-founded  the Pacific Sexual Diversity Network (PSDN), a network of Pacific 
LGBTI organisations and groups and is the Technical Advisor since 2007. 
Board Member of ILGA Oceania – regional network representing Oceania at ILGA 
WORLD – International Lesbian , Gay, Bisexual, Intersex Association. 
Member of the Steering Committee Member of GIN (Global Interfaith Network) 
SSOGIE. 
Founding member of the Oceania Rainbow Network, Sydney, New South Wales, 
Australia. 
Currently working as a Consultant for Pacific LGBTIQ Issues. 
Ken is currently studying for his Bachelor of Theology at the Charles Sturt 
University, and is a member of the Southport Uniting Church on the Gold Coast 
where he currently resides. 

Toni Paynter 

Current Activities 
Prahran Mission – Mental Health Peer Support worker facilitating 2 LGBTI support 
groups and several other roles 
Transgender Victoria/Anxiety Recovery Centre – Trans* Anxiety support facilitator. 
Footscray Arts, Industry, Resources group – Chair – “Women Wept” project 
Joy 94.9 – Receptionist/Program and Administrative support 
Bent TV – Receptionist and camera operator 

 
Recent Public Performances/Presentations 
2015  - “Storytelling – with a hi-tech media twist” for Creative Ageing project at   
 Footscray Community Arts Centre  
2014  – MQFF “Gen 2 Gen” project – made my 1st film; was the subject on 2nd film 
 
Family & Personal 

1942 - in wartime Melbourne, born to parents of middle class small business 
families; lived in near south eastern suburbs. Assigned 'male' at birth. Eldest of 3 
children. 

Educated largely in all-boy private schools. Extremely uncomfortable complying 
with the strict male and female social mores of the era and in fitting in with the 
sporting prowess and interests of my direct and extended families.  
Married in 1971, moved to Singapore for work, 1st child born there. Returned to live 
on Mornington Peninsula commuting daily to Melbourne, 2 more children, divorced 
in 1995. Moved back to southern suburbs. 
Suffered unidentified early childhood trauma and adopted an introvert, subservient 
and helping persona for survival. Treated with medication for significant depression 
as a teenager and again in each decade until 61. As a teenager had a severe reaction 
to an anti-depressant and in 2008 spent 4 weeks in Sunshine Psych ward due to 
severe reaction to medication. Received extensive counselling since 2013. 
2004 suffered severe depression, acute anxiety and chronic fatigue. Homeless, broke 
and jobless moved to Collingwood, 2 years later to Footscray. 
Released from family and work commitments, having been secretly cross dressing 
persistently since pre-teen, I researched gender identity issues and self managed a 
gradual transition to 'my true self' and since 2012 am legally and medically female 
although I self identify as “gender diverse” rather than “trans-female”. 

Luke Gahan  

Luke is a doctoral candidate at La Trobe University’s Bouverie Centre and is 
researching the experiences of separated same-sex parented families. Luke is the 
Victorian Director of the LGBTI Health Alliance, an executive member of The 
Australian Sociological Association and is on the board of the Australian Lesbian and 
Gay Archives.   
 
Luke co-edited the book ‘Heaven Bent’, a collection of research and stories exploring 
Australian lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex experiences of faith, 
religion and spirituality and was a co-author of the Australian Research Centre in 
Sex, Health, and Society’s monograph: ‘Writing Themselves in 3: the third national 
study on the sexual health and wellbeing of same sex attracted and gender 
questioning young people,’ in which he explored the health outcomes of same-sex 
attracted young people who have experienced religion.  
 
Luke Gahan grew up Baptist in the suburbs of Melbourne where he attended a 
Christian Science school for a couple of years. While studying theology at a Catholic 
University in Kentucky Luke spent time at the Abbey of Gethsemane and studied the 
writings of Father Thomas Merton. Before becoming an Atheist, Luke was baptised 
by the Metropolitan Community Church in Sydney and was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA). Luke lives with his partner Patrick and their 
Siamese cat Indira in the Victorian town of Ballarat.  

 
 
 
 
 



Nur Warsame 

Somali-born Nur recently featured in a story on SBS2’s The Feed. From The Feed’s 
story: Nur is a prominent and well-respected man in Australia's Islamic community. 
He was married and has a young daughter. For decades he has lived for his religion, 
all the while holding on to a deadly secret, …, a secret that could cost him his life. Nur 
is now Australia's first openly gay Imam. 
 "The idea is to make avenues and paths for other young queer Muslims to live their 
lives to the fullest and to hold on to their spirituality. My intentions are to try to 
make a difference in Muslim homes." (The Feed, SBS2, May 2, 2016) 
He is the founder of Marhaba, a social support group for Muslim LGBTI in Victoria. 

Matthew Tyne 

Matthew has worked in the area of sexual health, community development and 
sexual/gender minorities advocacy for over 20 years; much of this work has been in 
South and South East Asia. He has degrees in Theatre and International 
Development and is currently completing a PhD in Theatre and Performance Studies 
at the University of Sydney. The topic of the thesis is about how gay Sri Lankan men 
might use theatre as a way of representing themselves. He is currently the associate 
director for relief and development at UnitingWorld, the Uniting Church in 
Australia’s key overseas partnerships and development agency. He tries to be a 
practitioner of Buddhism and has a strong interest in religious practices and inter-
faith activism. 

Avril Hannah-Jones & Geoff Thompson 

Avril is currently the Minister at Williamstown-Elektra St Uniting Church. Her 
doctoral thesis was on the history of sexuality debates within the Uniting Church. 
Geoff is Co-ordinator of Studies – Systematic Theology at Pilgrim Theological College 
within the Centre for Theology and Ministry 
Avril and Geoff are representing the national Assembly’s Doctrine Working Group, 
who are charged with the responsibility of hearing from the church views on 
marriage. They have been allocated two elective timeslots in order to give as many 
participants as possible the opportunity to share their stories and views.  

Sani Vaeluaga 

Sani is the Presbytery Minister Pastoral Care in the Presbytery of Gippsland. He has 
studied the Samoan Fa’afafine cultural identity. With his wife, Temukisa (also a 
Uniting Church Minister), he has provided practical and pastoral support for young 
people from Pacific Island backgrounds who experience family rejection when they 
come out. 
 

Susan Cottrell 

Susan is a writer, author, speaker and teacher. Married for twenty-seven years with 
five children in their teens and twenties, from Austin, Texas. As the mother of two 
gay children, she is the Founder and President of FreedHearts, and served as the 
Vice-President of PFLAG Austin. Her book ‘“Mom, I’m Gay”—Loving Your LGBTQ 
Child and Strengthening Your Faith’ is published by Westminster John Knox Press, 
and has been endorsed by The Human Rights Campaign, PFLAG, The Gay Christian 
Network and many others. She is also the author of the healing workbook for 
LGBTQ, “True Colors - Celebrating the Truth and Beauty of the Real You.” 

Sao Verave from Lae, PNG  

39 years old and currently working with a civil road constructions company as a 
Human Resource Manager.   
Sao is currently serving Kapul Champions as the Board Member for Momase Region 
and holding the position of Secretary.  Kapul Champions (KC) is the National 
Organisation for Men with Diverse Sexualities (MDS) and Transgender people.   
Sao attends Malaita United Church in Lae.  From 2004 – 2008 he was the Youth 
President and the Secretary for their cultural group called Aroma Fellowship Group. 
He found a lot of challenges during his leadership and stepped down in 2008 due to 
discrimination and unfair treatment by the other male counterparts. But, that did 
not stop him going to church. 
  

John Clarke 

John is Director of Mission at Uniting AgeWell. “I am inspired by the ‘church at work’ 
in which our Chaplains, staff and volunteers form a partnership which provides 
holistic care that truly respects each person’s needs and choices.” Uniting AgeWell is 
an organisation of the Uniting Church in Australia, and has a long history of 
providing residential and community services for older Australians. 

 

 

 
 
 


